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Mrs. Kelley Among
Top Rice Boosters

BY SAUL FRIEDMAN
: Chronicle Staff
Before the front door of
Mrs. Edward W. Kelley's

|home at the northern edge of

Rice Institute campus stand

four sturdy white pillars.
Perhaps these pillars at 1

Remington Lane could per-

;sonify the influence of Mrs.
\Kelley and her family in the
igrowth of what is finest in

Houston.

Mrs. Kelley, a vivacious,
blue-eyed lady, considers her-
self a housewife, but she ad-

|mits that her pet prOJect is

Rice Institute.
To Enjoy Self

And this week, 30 years
since she graduated from
Rice, Mrs. Kelley will sit back
and enjoy herself in the gay
festivities of Rice homecom-
ing. For in those 30 years
Mrs. Kelley has been a tire-
less worker for Rice Institute
growth. Just a year ago, for
example, she gave Ricé $250,-
000 for the construction of
Autry Court, named for her
mother, which will be the
scene of homecoming celebra-
tions.

Mrs. Kelley is the daugh-
ter of the late Judge James

\L. Autry. who was general|

\counsel for the Texas Co.

MRS.

,EDWARD W. KELLEY

Rice Patron

|bought out what was then the

l

Her great grandfather, Mi-|
cajah:  Autry, died at the
Alamo. %

Mrs. Kelley, the former
Allie May Autry, was born in
Corsicana, where her father
was county judge. When
their daughter was four, the
family moved to Houston

Mrs. Kelley attende® Fan-
|nin School and old Central
|High, graduating from Rice
ifin 1925.

After graduation she made
her debut in the first Allegro
Ball, and joined the Junior
‘League.

' In 1930 she met Army Lt.
|Edward W, Kelley and they
imarried.

Retired from Army

Her husband retired from
active service in 1936 and
when the couple came back
to Houston to live they had
two children, Edward W. Kel-
ley, Jr.,, and a daughter, Allie
Autry.

On their return, Kelley

Tennison Mfg. Co., which lat-
er became the Kellev Mfg. Co.
Since her husband’s sudden
death from a heart attack in
1946, Mrs. Kelley has been
president of the company.

Today she is a member of
the Houston Garden Club,
Houston Country Club, Texas
Corinthian Yacht Club, and
Milford House. She is active
in the Episcopal Church, St
Luke’s Hospital, Florence Crit-
tenton Home, and Rice Asso-
ciates. ‘

Her son, a Rice graduate, is
now serving with the Navy in
the Far East. Her daughter
is attendmg Smith College.
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