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ABSENTEE . (voting) . Method where-· 
by r egistered voters who will be 
out of town or otherwise unable tq 
go to the polling place on elect- : 
ion day are allowed to vote. Set 
by law. 

ADVOCATE. One who pleads the 
c~use of another. One who de
fends or supports any cause by 
argument. 

AGENDA. A list of things to be 
doner as items of discussion to 
be brought up at a meeting. 

APATHY. Lack of feeling or excit~
ment. Indifference. 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

BI-PARTISAN. Representing or 
composed of members of two 
political parties . 

BLOCK-VOTE. A group of voters 
who, having a common bond and/or 
interest, vote together for or 
against a candidate or propositio~. 

BUREAUCRAT. An official, hired to 
carry on the business of a govern~ 
mental bureau. · 

BY-LAWS. A set of rules by which 
an organization governs itself. 

cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

CAMPAIGN. A planned series of 
operations to bring about the 
election of a candidate for 
public office or the passage of 
a certain proposition. 

CANVASS. The process of direct 
communication with the voters, 
e ither door-to-door or by telepho~e. 
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cnucus . A meeting o f l ead e rs 
and/o r me mbe rs of a po litica l 
orga niza tion to de cide o n po lic i e s 
or c a ndida t e s . 

CONSERVATIVE. Oppose d t o cha nge . 
One who pre f e rs e xisting institu
tions or forms o f g o ve rnment . 

DODDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

DELEGATE . One e l ected by a group 
t o r e pre s e nt a nd a ct for tha t group. 

DEMOCRACY . The f o rm o f gove rnme n t 
in which the sup r e me powe r is 
r e t a ine d by the people . 

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 

ELECTION . The filling o f a n 
office by vote . 

ELECTORATE . A body of people 
entitle d to vot e in a n e l e ctio n . 

ENDORSEMENT . Approval or support 
of a c a ndida te or a n issue . 

FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF 

FACTION . A gro up within a po litical 
party. ("liber a l d e mocra ts" or 
"right- wing c onse rva tive s"} . 

FILE (fo r election}. The first 
step f o r g e tting a name on a 
ba llo t . 

FLOOR LEADER. A membe r cho s e n b y 
his group to be in cha rge o f h i s 
organiza tion on the floor o f a 
conve ntio n . 

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG 

GERRYMANDER. To divide a sta t e o r 
county into districts in a n un
na tura l or unfair wa y f o r politi c a l 
a dva nta ge. 
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IMPEACH. To cha rge a public 
officia l with misbe h a viour in 
office . 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 

JAW-BONING . To p e rsua de by strong 
v e rba l a rgume nt. 

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL 

LEGISLATIVE (district). A geo
gra phical a rea from which the 
v o t e rs e l e ct the ir l e gisla tors . 

LEGISLATOR . An e l e cted me mbe r o f 
the l e gisla ture. 

LEGISLATURE. A body o f pe rso ns 
impowere d to ma ke , a lte r or repeal 
the l a ws o f a sta te . 

LIBERAL . No t bound by e sta blished 
forms in po litica l philo s ophy. 
Not conserva tive . 

MAJORITY. In a politica l body, 
the gro up having more tha n h a lf 
o f the me mbers . 

MINORITY. In a po litica l body, 
the group h a ving l e ss tha n the 
numbe r o f vote s ne cessa ry t o control . 

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 

NOMINATE. To name a s a c a ndida t e 
f o r a n election . 

NOMINEE . Ap e rso n na me d as a 
c a ndida t e for a n office. 

NON-PARTISAN. Not c o ntro lle d by 
p o litica l p a rty interests . 

0000000000000000000000000000000 

ORGANIZE. To a rra nge inte rdependent 
parts to a tta in a n e ffe ctive whole. 
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PATRONAGE. The offices, contracts, 
honors, etc., which an official 
may bestow by f avor . 

PETITION. A formal written re
quest for a certa in s ervice or 
action , usually signed by seve r a l 
people . 

PLATFORM. A declaration of 
principles and policie s adopted 
by a political pa rty. 

POLLS. The place where votes 
are cast. 

POLL-WATCHERS. Individuals 
present at the polling pla c e on 
e lection day to protect the 
intere st of the ir pa rty or candi
da t e. 

POLITICIANS. One active ly engage d 
in or primarily interested in 
party politics. 

POLITICS. The science and art 
of government . 

PRECINCT. The smallest political 
division for the purpose of voting . 

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ 

QUORUM. A ma jority of a l l members 
of a group c onstitute a quorum, 
in the abse nce of a rul e to the 
contrary . 

ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 

SENATOR. A member o f the senate. 

SENATORIAL DISTRICT . A geograph
ical a r ea from which the vote rs 
of that area e l ect their senator. 

SUFFRAGE. The right of voting in 
political ma tters. 
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UNANI MOUS . Be ing o f on e mind ; 
i ndica ting the a greeme nt a nd 
c o nse nt o f a ll tho s e pre s e nt . 

UNIT RULE . The rule , a dopte d 
by some dele g a tio ns, t ha t the 
e ntire vo t e o f the d e l e ga tio n 
sha ll be c a st a s a unit a s 
d e t e rmine d by a ma j o rity v o t e. 

vvvvvvvvvwvwvvvvvvwvvvvvvvv 

VOTE. To e xpre ss the cho ice o r 
pre f e rence o f a p e rso n, or an 
issue , e xpre sse d by a b a llo t o r 
v o ice o r show o f ha nds . 

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 

WRITE-IN-VOTE . Metho d whe reby 
a voter, not wishing t o v o te f o r 
a n a me o n the b a llot, ~~y write 
in a substitute n ame f or a nyone 
h e wishe s in a spa ce p rovided 
f o r such a vo t e. 
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